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ST. MARY

CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Tuition Policies (updated January 2026)

1. The Family Registration Fee ($250) is withdrawn through FACTS at time of registration. The Family
Registration Fee is non-refundable. A $100 late registration fee will be charged to returning families who do
not register by the re-registration deadline.

2. The Family Fundraising Fee of $300 is our only “mandatory” fundraiser and is non-refundable. At time of
registration, it’s added as three $100 payments in your FACTS accounts. This fundraiser is called the “Daily
Dollar” and happens in the month of October. The fundraising fee covers the cost of 6 ticket entries into the
fundraiser. Families can choose to keep the tickets for themselves or resell them to family members or friends.
More details about the Daily Dollar fundraiser is shared by the school closer to the start date.

3. Families that desire any reduction in tuition must apply to the Catholic Education Foundation (CEF) through
FACTS annually (opens Nov 1) and submit all required paperwork by no later than March 31. If available,
families must also apply for Empower IL tax credit scholarships annually in January.

4. If paid in full, tuition is due by June 1 for the following school year. For families who choose to make
installment payments throughout the year, St. Mary School will utilize FACTS to manage and collect those
payments. The benefit of paying tuition in installments does not cancel the understanding that the tuition
amount in your agreement will still be collected, regardless of the number of months your child attends and
regardless of the number of payments you utilize. There are no refunds on tuition. Tuition is applied in the
following order: 1. Family Payments 2. Empower lllinois Tax Credit Scholarships (if applicable) 3. CEF
Scholarships 4. Other Scholarships or Tuition Assistance 5. Parish Subsidy 5. Tuition is only prorated or reduced
if a student starts school after the first day of attendance. Tuition is not prorated or reduced if a student is dual
enrolled or for other reasons is absent from St. Mary School for a portion of the school day.

6. Tuition cannot be reduced or offset in exchange for goods and/or services.

7. All families will be charged the same tuition rate regardless of where they live or the parish in which they
attend.

8. The multi-student tuition discount applies strictly to immediate family members. For example, siblings
residing in the same home address. Preschool tuition is separate from K-8 tuition, so the K-8 multi-student
discount does not apply to preschool students. Families with multiple preschoolers may still qualify for a
preschool-specific multi-student discount.

9. All fees are the responsibility of the family and cannot be offset by any scholarship, financial aid, or parish
subsidy. This includes if a family receives a 100% Tax Credit Scholarship through Empower lllinois (if available).
By law, the fees that St. Mary School charges cannot be covered by the Invest in Kids Act.

10. All families must have a FACTS account, which is created at time of enrollment.
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11. St. Mary School can at any time revoke scholarships, financial aid, and/or parish subsidy for any family in
which a parent, student, or a family member is not meeting the academic or conduct/disciplinary policies of
the school or Diocese of Joliet.

12. Any professional, legal, and banking fees that become necessary to collect tuition and fees are the sole
responsibility of the family and will be charged to the family. This includes interest if applicable.

13. Family volunteering and fundraising play a vital role in keeping St. Mary School thriving. Each family is
asked to complete 10 volunteer hours during the school year, chosen from the school’s list of approved events
and activities. Families who do not fulfill the required hours by Memorial Day will be charged S50 for each
uncompleted hour, which will be added to their tuition bill. These charges follow the same collection policies
as all other tuition and fees. Families who prefer to contribute a monetary donation in lieu of fundraising can
contact school administration to arrange payment. Service hours are to be recorded in FACTS by each family
(contact school administration if help is needed in logging hours).

14. All currently enrolled families who win cash prizes from school events must first apply the winnings to any
outstanding balances. This includes prior year balances of any kind, tuition due on a current school year FACTS
payment plan, and delinquent/unpaid fees such as after care, athletics, hot lunch, etc. After all such balances
are satisfied, a check will be made out to the winner for the amount of winnings less debts paid.



