
Minutes for the St. Mary School Board Meeting 
February 18, 2021 

6:00-7:30 PM via Zoom video session (due to COVID-19 pandemic) 
 

In attendance 
 
Staff: Joseph Scarpino, Father Andy Davy, Carrie Lohrey 
School Board Members: Angela Chastain, Naiomi Swoboda, Samia Bazydlo, Nora Hickey, 
Nohemi Hinckle 
 
Approval of Minutes and Agenda 
 
The minutes for the last school board meeting were approved. 
Agenda for the meeting was approved. 
 
Pastor’s Report 
 

Father Andy reported that the financial situation for St. Mary parish has been quite 

positive, and he is hopeful the capital campaign for the new fellowship hall/gym may begin 

moving forward in the near future. He advised that he will keep the board members 

informed of any updates.  

Principal’s Report 

1. Mr. Scarpino facilitated a discussion amongst the board members about making up 

the two snow days the school recently had, and although the school is permitted five 

emergency days, he inquired as to the board members’ opinions on whether these 

days should be made up. It was agreed upon by all board members present that 

these days would not be made up. 

2. Mr. Scarpino led a discussion about moving the date of the next scheduled board 

meeting (April 15th) to another date as the board meeting falls on the same day as 

the open house for the school. It was agreed upon by all board members present 

that the meeting would be pushed back to Thursday, April 22nd at 6 PM. 

3. Mr. Scarpino indicated that the new bell schedule for the 2021-2022 school year has 

been finalized, and the school day will begin at 7:45 AM and end at 2:30 PM. He 

advised that the first day of school for the upcoming school year will be on August 

18, 2021. 

4. Mr. Scarpino advised that St. Mary School will no longer offer a full-remote option 

for next school year and all learning will be in-person. He advised that eliminating 

this option will allow for specials to resume, including art, library, gym, music and 

technology. This will also permit teachers’ breaks to resume again. 

5. Mr. Scarpino facilitated discussion related to ways in which specials, such as gym, 

may be resumed next school year. He advised that he will keep the school board 



members advised of any updates provided by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), 

Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) and local health department related to 

health and safety measures that may allow for less restrictions related to students 

touching and sharing equipment, such as basketballs or soccer balls.  

6. Mr. Scarpino advised that if students do need to quarantine for any period of time 

during the 2021-2022 school year, then teachers will provide remote instruction 

from 2:30-3:00 PM on a daily basis.  

7. Mr. Scarpino led a discussion related to modifying the current dress code related to 

the type of shoe students are permitted to wear, as some students have recently 

begun wearing “slip-on” types of shoes without laces or Velcro. It was agreed upon 

by all board members present that students will be required to wear gym shoes, 

regardless of if the shoes have laces or Velcro and that slip-on shoes are allowed. 

8. Mr. Scarpino indicated that he has had several inquiries from prospective new 

families regarding enrolling their children in the school this upcoming fall. He 

discussed which current classrooms are at capacity as well as some concerns related 

to being unable to add new students into grades that are at capacity. 

9. Mr. Scarpino indicated the importance of current students/families submitting their 

registration forms and fee as soon as possible to ensure they will be enrolled in the 

upcoming school year due to the increased demand for in-person learning.  

Fundraising Report 

 

1. Mrs. Lohrey indicated that the Queen of Hearts raffle has been underway for the 

past several weeks. She indicated that the school is licensed to conduct this raffle 

at Mike and Denise’s restaurant in Yorkville until May 2021. She reported that 

she has been at Mike and Denise’s each week on Wednesdays for the drawing. 

Discussion took place related to the need for volunteers to assist with the 

drawing. Multiple board members indicated an interest in volunteering. 

2. Questions were asked about how the Queen of Hearts raffle works. Suggestions 

were made about ways to provide an explanation via the school website, school 

Facebook page or other social media avenues so that the community could better 

understand the Queen of Hearts process. 

3. Mrs. Chastain suggested a “profit night” at Mike and Denise’s (perhaps on the 

same night as the weekly drawing for the Queen of Hearts) as a fundraiser for 

the school. The idea is that a percentage of the profits made by the restaurant for 

this particular night would go to St. Mary School. Mrs. Lohrey indicated she 

would inquire with the owners of the restaurant to find out if this might be 

possible.  

4. Mrs. Hickey inquired about the annual Walk-a-Thon fundraiser. Mr. Scarpino 

indicated that this event is tentatively scheduled for April 16, 2021. Discussion 



was had related to ways in which this fundraiser could still occur in the midst of 

the coronavirus. Further discussion will take place in the days ahead to 

determine if this fundraiser will take place.  

5. Mr. Scarpino and Mrs. Lohrey indicated that the meat raffle fundraiser earlier 

this school year raised over $8, 000 which was quite beneficial for the school. 

They indicated they would be interested in conducting another similar (if not the 

exact same) raffle again this school year.  Further discussion will take place 

about this in the near future.  

6. Mr. Scarpino indicated that thus far, service hours for school families will still 

not be required for the upcoming school year until further notice. He advised 

that parents are not currently allowed into the school due to health and safety 

restrictions related to the coronavirus.  

 

**Next St. Mary School Board Meeting is scheduled for April 22, 2021 
 
 
 
Minutes submitted by: Angela Chastain  
 

 

 

 


