
 3 Demerits 
• Dishonesty 
• Disrespectful behavior or language 
• Skipping or failing to serve detention 
• Inappropriate behavior during Mass or 

prayer 
• Unauthorized photos/videos 
• Negative interactions with other 

students 
• Cell phone use 

 

St. Mary School Junior High Code of Conduct       Revised 8/13/2026 

Philosophy 
St. Mary School encourages students to act with respect, responsibility, honesty, and 
kindness. Discipline is intended to help students grow, make positive choices, and 
contribute to a safe learning environment. 

Parents are expected to support school expectations and disciplinary decisions. Final 
disciplinary decisions rest with school administration. 

• Grades K–5 follow classroom rules set by teachers. 
• Grades 6–8 follow the Merit and Demerit System. 
• Corporal punishment is not permitted. 

 

Merit and Demerit System (Grades 6–8) 

The Merit and Demerit System applies during all school-sponsored activities, including: 
class, lunch, recess, transportation (buses), field trips, and extracurricular events. 

Demerits are assigned for behavior that does not meet school expectations. Merits are 
awarded for leadership, responsibility, kindness, effort, and service.

 

Demerit Categories (these are examples and not an all-inclusive list of each category) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 2 Demerits 
• Classroom disruption 
• Inappropriate use of electronics 

(ipads, computers, etc.) 
• Misbehavior with a substitute 

teacher 
 

1 Demerit  
• Dress code violations 
• Talking out of turn 
• Failure to follow directions 
• Food/drink violations 
• Unprepared for class 

6 Demerits 
• Fighting or physical aggression 
• Bullying or harassment 
• Cheating or plagiarism 
• Forgery 
• Theft, vandalism, or misuse of property 
• Being in unauthorized areas 



 

Consequences 

Demerits      Consequence 
6      30-minute detention before school 
12      1-hour after school detention (served on Fridays from 2:40-3:40) and   

     Conference with parents 
18 
 
24+  

     1-day in-school suspension, loss of extracurricular participation that day   
     and placed on behavior probation 
     Consequence determined by administration based on severity 

Students may also lose extracurricular privileges as part of a disciplinary consequence
 

Academic Integrity 
Cheating or plagiarism may result in any or all of the following: 

• Demerits or suspension 
• Redoing the assignment 
• A maximum score of 77% (C-) on the redo 

 

Detentions and Suspensions 
• Failure to serve detention may result in additional consequences. 
• Students assigned ISS or OSS may not participate in extracurricular activities during 

the suspension. 
• Students are responsible for completing missed schoolwork. 

Serious behaviors may result in suspension, law enforcement involvement, or dismissal.
 

Behaviors That May Result in Immediate Suspension or Expulsion  
• Fighting or physical aggression 
• Threats, intimidation, bullying or harassment  
• Cheating or academic dishonesty 
• Disrespectful or abusive language 
• Leaving school grounds without permission 
• Theft or vandalism 
• Forgery of documents 
• Gambling 
• Possession or use of tobacco, alcohol, drugs or vaping products 
• Possession of weapons or dangerous items 
• Unauthorized recording or sharing of images/videos 
• Inappropriate online or electronic behavior 
• Sexual harassment or inappropriate sexual conduct 
• False fire alarms or other dangerous actions 

 
Administration reserves the right to involve law enforcement when appropriate. 



 

Withdrawal, Dismissal and Refusal to Re-Register 
Parents are expected to support school policies and disciplinary decisions. St. Mary 
School reserves the right to dismiss or refuse re-registration when: 

• School policies are repeatedly violated 
• A student receives multiple suspensions 
• A student accumulates excessive demerits 
• Academic or behavioral concerns continue despite intervention 
• A student or family interferes with the school environment or partnership with the 

school 

Administration reserves the right to make final decisions regarding student enrollment and 
discipline. The behaviors listed in this document are not all-inclusive and other behaviors 
may result in consequences set by administration.  


